






 

 
 

 
 

40 DAY OF PRAYER CAMPAIGN 
 TOPIC: WHEN GOD SAYS NO TO YOUR PRAYER – PASTOR ALTON TRIMBLE  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024 
 

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:  
2 CHRONICLES 20:15 (NIV) 
“Do not be afraid or discouraged… For the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 
 
JEREMIAH 33:3 “Call to Me and I WILL answer you...”  
  

1. Some prayers conflict with other prayers & both cannot be answered at the same time. 
 

2. Some prayers would require God to take away someone’s free will & choice.  God won’t do that! 
 

3. Praying for someone sick to stay alive will not always get a YES because we aren’t meant to live on earth 
forever! 
 

4. But many times, the NO answer is unexplainable.     
 

JOB 42:7 “I am angry with you, for you have not been right in what you said about me! My servant Job is the 
only one who spoke the truth and got it right.”   
 
1 PETER 4:17 “The time of judgment will begin first with God’s own people, the family of God.”        

 
THREE (3) REASONS GOD SOMETIMES SAYS NO TO YOUR PRAYER 
 

1. GOD SAYS ‘NO’ WHEN HE HAS A BIGGER PERSPECTIVE. 
       

HEBREWS 4:13 “He knows about everyone everywhere.  Everything about us is bare and wide open to the 
All-seeing eyes of our living God; nothing can be hidden from Him…” 
 
PROVERBS 2:8 “God GUARDS the course of the just and PROTECTS the way of His faithful ones.”  

  
2. GOD SAYS NO WHEN HE HAS A BETTER PLAN 
  

ISAIAH 55:8-9  God: “This plan of mine is not what you would work out, neither are My thoughts the same 
as yours! For My WAYS are higher than yours.”          

 
HEBREWS 11:39-40 “These were commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised.  God had planned something better...”  
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3. GOD SAYS NO WHEN HE HAS A GREATER PURPOSE. 
  

 PSALM 57:2 “I cry out to God Most High, who fulfills his purpose for me.”  
 
1 PETER 1:7 “The purpose of these troubles is to test your faith as fire tests how genuine gold is.  Your faith 
is more precious than gold…” 

 
• Anytime you feel discouraged, remind yourself, God has a greater purpose: 

 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:17-18“These present troubles are quite small and won't last very long. Yet they will 
produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever!  So we don't look at the troubles we can 
see right now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be 
over, but the joys to come will last forever.” 

  
THREE (3) FACTS OF LIFE: 
 

i.There are some things we won’t understand until heaven. 
 

DEUTERONOMY 29:29  “There are some things the Lord our God has kept secret, but there are some things 
he has let us know.”  (NCV) 
 
ECCLESIASTES 11:5 “Just as you'll never understand how the mystery of life forms in a pregnant woman, 
so you'll never understand the mystery at work in all that God does.”  (Mes)  

 
ii. There are some things that will never change until heaven.   

   
iii. Sometimes your suffering is for the benefit of others. 

             
WHAT SHOULD I DO WHEN GOD SAYS ‘NO’? 

 
1. TRUST THAT GOD DOES EVERYTHING IN GOODNESS & LOVE. 

      
PSALM 25:10 “All the ways of the Lord are loving…”     

 
ROMANS 8:28“In everything God works for the good of those who love Him.” 

   
• I don’t have to understand God’s answer to know that it is motivated by love. 

 
THREE (3) options in response:  

  
• Resist it.                        

  
• Resent it  

 

• Relax  
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2. WHEN IN PAIN, PRAY WHAT JESUS PRAYED FACING THE CROSS. 
 

MARK 14:35-36 “Going a little farther, Jesus fell to the ground praying that, if possible, he might not have 
to suffer what was ahead of him. Jesus prayed “Abba! My Father! All things are possible for you! Please 
take this cup of suffering away from me!  Yet I want your will, not mine, to be done!”  

 
THE RIGHT WAY TO PRAY 

 
• AFFIRM GOD’S POWER!  

   
• ASK WITH PASSION! 

   
• ACCEPT GOD’S PLAN!  

 
3. EXPECT GOD TO GIVE HIS GRACE TO HANDLE HIS ANSWER. 

  
2 CORINTHIANS 12:8-10 (Paul) “Three times I prayed to the Lord about this and asked him to take it away. 
But his answer was: "My grace is all you need, for my power is greatest when you are weak." So I gladly 
boast about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power can flow through me! ...For when I am weak, then I am 
strong!”    

      
PSALM 9:10 “Those who know you, Lord, will trust you! You do not abandon anyone who comes to you!”   
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